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Alignment Document 
State of South Dakota and Aventa Learning English I 

 
English I 

 

 

Goals Indicators Standards Unit Name Course Topic Description 

9.W.1.1 Students are able to analyze 
speaker, audience, and purpose when 
planning, writing, and revising various 
essays. 

Presentation Drama 9.W.1 Students are able to use 
appropriate content, organization, 
form, and style in technical, 
business, creative, and personal 
writing. 9.W.1.1.a modify tone to fit purpose and 

audience 
Voice 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Introduction 
 
Introduction 
 
Research 
 
Biography 

Adapting Voice to Audience 
and Purpose 
 
Audience 
 
Purpose 
 
Audience and Purpose 
 
Purpose and Audience 
 
Introduction 

9.W.2.1 Students are able to use 
language and visuals to enhance 
characterization, plot development, and 
reader response. 

Presentation Creating Visual Effects 

9.W.2.1.a select words for their sensory 
qualities; 

Sentence Fluency Sentence Fluency 

9.W Writing 

9.W.2 Students are able to use 
various strategies and techniques 
to improve writing quality. 

9.W.2.1.b compose sentences 
containing words with negative, neutral, 
and positive connotations. 

Word Choice 
 
Word Choice 
 

Overstatement 
 
Denotation and Connotation 
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 Word Choice Understatement 

9.W.3.1 Students are able to 
demonstrate an understanding of proper 
English usage and control of grammar, 
paragraph and sentence structure, 
diction, and syntax. 

Sentence Fluency Grammatical structures that 
influence sentence fluency 

 

9.W.3 Students are able to use 
appropriate mechanics, usage, 
and conventions of language. 

9.W.3.1.a distinguish between clearly 
written sentences and sentences that 
contain errors in expression or 
construction; 

Introduction 
 
Introduction 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 

6 + 1 Writing Traits 
 
Diagnostic 
 
Sentences 
 
Types of Complements 
 
Sentence Ambiguity 
 
Fragments 
 
Revising for Sentence Fluency 
 
Recognizing and Correcting 
Sentence Errors 
 
Combining Sentences 
 
Introduction 
 
Transitions 
 
More Ways to Combine 
Sentences 
 
Importance of Sentence 
Fluency 
 
Run-ons 
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Sentence Fluency Combining Sentences for 
Sentence Fluency 

 

9.W.3.1.b understand sentence 
construction and standard English usage 

Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Conventions 
 
Conventions 
 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 
 
Organization 

Run-ons 
 
Combining Sentences for 
Sentence Fluency 
 
More Ways to Combine 
Sentences 
 
Recognizing and Correcting 
Sentence Errors 
 
Combining Sentences 
 
Fragments 
 
Transitions 
 
Grammar in the Real World 
 
When to Use Formal 
Conventions 
 
Types of Complements 
 
Sentence Ambiguity 
 
Sentences 

9.W.4.1 Students are able to present 
information and ideas from primary and 
secondary sources accurately and 
clearly. 

Biography/Autobiography Elements of successful 
biography/autobiography 

9.W.4.1.a conduct interviews for a 
specific purpose; 

Biography Interview 

 

9.W.4 Students are able to write 
across content areas to clarify and 
enhance understanding of 
information. 

9.W.4.1.b summarize information from Organization Analyzing essay structures 
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text(s); 

9.W.4.1.c document sources accurately; Research Source Cards 

  

9.W.4.1.d cite sources using both direct 
and indirect quotations. 

Research Source Cards 

9.L.1.1 Students are able to determine 
the effect of verbal cues on a message. 

Conventions Conventions in communication 

9.L.1.1.a describe the speaker's use of 
diction, syntax, tone, rate, pitch, and 
volume 

Conventions 
 
Word Choice 

Avoiding Common Errors 
 
Introduction 

9.L.1.2 Students are able to analyze 
how non-verbal communication can 
influence the credibility and 
interpretation of the message. 

Conventions Common errors 

9.L.1 Students are able to use 
various listening and viewing 
strategies in social, academic, and 
occupational situations. 

9.L.1.2.a determine the use and effect of 
eye contact, facial expression, gestures, 
and posture 

Voice Oral presentation 

9.L.2.1 Students are able to evaluate 
evidence in informational text. 

Conventions Final revision 

9.L.2.1.a determine credibility, validity, 
and relevance of a message 

Conventions Communication 

9.L.2.2 Students are able to use note-
taking techniques to record, synthesize, 
and retrieve information. 

Presentation Technical writing 

9.L Listening and Viewing 

9.L.2 Students are able to use 
strategies to retrieve, interpret, and 
evaluate ideas/information from 
various auditory/visual sources. 

9.L.2.2.a identify main ideas and 
transitions 

Research Note Cards 

9.S.1.1 Students are able to choose 
logical patterns of organization to inform, 
persuade, or unite audiences. 

Introduction Audience 

9.S.1.1.a outline the main ideas of the 
body of a speech 

Organization Theories in organization 

9.S.1.1.b recognize and identify 
development by spatial, chronological, 
topical, or cause/effect order 

Organization Theories in organization 

9.S Speaking 9.S.1 Students are able to use 
appropriate structure and 
sequence to express ideas and 
convey information. 

9.S.1.2 Students are able to clarify and 
defend positions with precise and 

Introduction Audience and purpose 
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relevant evidence. 

9.S.1.2.a find expert opinion, fact, and 
statistics to support arguments 

Research Fact and Opinion 

9.S.1.3 Students are able to monitor 
audience for non-verbal feedback. 

Conventions Oral assignment 

 

9.S.1.3.a recognize the emotional and 
cultural significance of specific facial 
expressions and body postures 

Conventions Oral assignment 

9.S.2.1 Students are able to analyze 
vocabulary and terminology appropriate 
for the audience. 

Organization Analyze essay structures 

9.S.2.1.a choose level of language and 
degree of formality for communication 

Conventions Importance in communication 

9.S.2.1.b use appropriate grammar, 
sentence structure, and syntax in 
various speaking situations 

Sentence Fluency 
 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Sentence Fluency 
 
Conventions 
 
Organization 

How Sentence Fluency 
Enhances Logic 
 
Avoiding Sentence Errors 
 
Transitions 
 
Avoiding Common Errors 
 
Sentences 

9.S.2.2 Students are able to contribute 
effectively in group discussions to solve 
specific problems. 

Introduction Discussion board 

9.S.2.2.a solve a problem in a 
roundtable discussion 

Introduction Threaded Discussion 

9.S.2.3 Students are able to use visual 
aids and technology to support 
presentations. 

Presentation Create visual effects 

 

9.S.2 Students are able to use the 
appropriate language and 
presentation style for formal and 
informal situations. 

9.S.2.3.a create a presentation using at 
least one multimedia aid 

Presentation 
 
Presentation 

Creating a Presentation 
 
Technical Writing 

 


