




















 

 

  Foundations of 
American System 

Change or the Experiment Will 
Fail 

  Foundations of 
American System 

The Nature and Purposes of 
Constitutions 

  Foundations of 
American System 

Goals of the Constitution 

  Foundations of 
American System 

American Constitutional 
Government Origins 

  Foundations of 
American System 

Origins of the Republic 

  Foundations of 
American System 

King John and Magna Carta 

  Foundations of 
American System 

Dynamic/Flexible Constitution 

  State Government State Constitutions 

  State Government Appeals Courts 

  State Government State Legislatures - 
Qualifications, Terms, and 
Reimbursement 

  State Government State Supreme Court 

  State Government General Trial Courts 

  State Government County Courts 

III.A.6.h organization of county and municipal 
governments. 
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III.A.7 Describe and analyze the powers and 
responsibilities of (including the concept of 
legitimate power) local, state, tribal, and 
national governments. 
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III.B Analyze how the symbols, icons, songs, 
traditions, and leaders of New Mexico and 
the United States exemplify ideals and 
provide continuity and a sense of unity. 

  

III.B.1 Analyze the qualities of effective leadership. Foundations of 
American System 

Ethics of American 
Government 



 

 

III.B.2 Evaluate the impact of United States 
political, tribal, and social leaders on New 
Mexico and the nation. 

  

III.B.3 Analyze the contributions of symbols, songs, 
and traditions toward promoting a sense of 
unity at the state and national levels. 

  

III.B.4 Evaluate the role of New Mexico and United 
States symbols, icons, songs, and traditions 
in providing continuity over time. 

  

III.C Compare and contrast the philosophical 
foundations of the United States political 
system in terms of the purpose of 
government, including its historical sources 
and ideals, with those of other governments 
in the world. 
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III.C.1 Analyze the structure, function, and powers 
of the federal government (e.g., legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches). 

Foundations of 
American System 

Three Branches: Executive 

  Foundations of 
American System 

Three Branches: Judicial 

III.C.2 Analyze and explain the philosophical 
foundations of the American political system 
in terms of the inalienable rights of people 
and the purpose of government, to include: 

Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government 

The Nature and Purposes of 
Constitutions 

III.C.2.a Iroquois League and its organizational 
structure for effective governance 

State Government States and Federal 
Government 

III.C.2.b basic philosophical principles of John Locke 
expressed in the Second Treatise of 
Government (nature, equality, and 
dissolution of government) 

Foundations of 
American System 

John Locke 

  State Government States and Federal 
Government 

III.C.2.c foundation principles of laws by William 
Blackstone (laws in general and absolute 
rights of individuals) 

State Government States and Federal 
Government 

III.C.2.d importance of the founders of the Rights of 
Englishmen, the Magna Carta, and 
representative government in England. 

State Government States and Federal 
Government 

III.C.3 Analyze the fundamental principles in the 
Declaration of Independence. 
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Independence 

  Foundations of 
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Ethics of American 
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III.C.4 Analyze the historical sources and ideals of 
the structure of the United States 
government, to include: 

Foundations of 
American System 

American Constitutional 
Government Origins 

III.C.4.a principles of democracy Foundations of 
American System 

American Constitutional 
Government Origins 

III.C.4.b essential principles of a republican form of 
government 

Foundations of 
American System 

The United States as a 
Republic 

III.C.4.c code of law put forth in the Code of 
Hammurabi 

  

III.C.4.d separation of powers as expressed by the 
Baron of Montesquieu 

  

III.C.4.e checks and balances as expressed by 
Thomas Hobbs 

Foundations of 
American System 

Checks and Balances 

III.C.4.f ideas of individual rights developed in the 
English Bill of Rights 

Foundations of 
American System 

William of Orange and Mary 

III.C.4.g role of philosophers in supporting changes in 
governments in the 18th and 19th centuries 
(e.g., Locke, Rousseau, Voltaire). 

Foundations of 
American System 

John Locke 

III.C.5 Compare and contrast the concepts of 
courts and justice from Henry II of England 
to the court system of today. 

  

III.C.6 Compare and contrast the unitary, 
confederal, and federal systems. 

Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government 

Alternative Ways of Organizing 
Constitutional Governments 

III.C.7 Analyze the ways powers are distributed and 
shared in a parliamentary system. 

Foundations of 
American System 

A Federal System 

  State Government Division of Powers/Concurrent 

III.C.8 Compare and contrast the different 
philosophies, structures, and institutions of 
democratic versus totalitarian systems of 
government. 

Role of Political 
Parties 

One-Party Governments 

III.C.9 Analyze and evaluate the concept of limited 
government and the rule of law. 

Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government 

The Rule of Law 
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Limited and Unlimited 
Government 
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III.C.10 Compare and contrast the characteristics of 
representative governments. 

Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government 

Politics! Politics! Everywhere 



 

 

III.C.11 Compare and contrast characteristics of 
Native American governments with early 
United States government. 

  

III.C.12 Compare and contrast the philosophical 
foundations of forms of government to 
understand the purpose of the 
corresponding political systems (e.g., 
socialism, capitalism, secular, theocratic, 
totalitarian) 

Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government 

Politics! Politics! Everywhere 

III.C.13 Analyze the role that the United States has 
played as a constitutional republican 
government for nations around the world. 

  

III.D Understand how to exercise rights and 
responsibilities as citizens by participating in 
civic life and using skills that include 
interacting, monitoring, and influencing. 

Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government 

Duties and Responsibilities 

III.D.1 Describe and analyze the influence of the 
non-elected (e.g., staff, lobbyists, interest 
groups). 

Role of Political 
Parties 

Local Party Organization 

III.D.2 Analyze the rights and obligations of citizens 
in the United States, to include: 

Civic Life, Politics, 
and Government 

Duties and Responsibilities 

III.D.2.a connections between self-interest, the 
common good, and the essential element of 
civic virtue as described in The Federalist 
Papers Numbers 5 and 49 

State Government Citizen Action 

III.D.2.b obeying the law, serving on juries, paying 
taxes, voting, registering for selective 
service, and military service. 

State Government Citizen Action 

  Role of Political 
Parties 

Voting 

III.D.3 Demonstrate the skills needed to participate 
in government at all levels, to include: 

Role of Political 
Parties 

Local Party Organization 

III.D.3.a analyze public issues and the political 
system 

State Government Citizen Action 

III.D.3.b evaluate candidates and their positions Role of Political 
Parties 

Independent Candidates 

III.D.3.c debate current issues.   

III.D.4 Analyze factors that influence the formation 
of public opinion (e.g., media, print, 
advertising, news broadcasts, magazines, 
radio). 

  

III.D.5 Evaluate standards, conflicts, and issues 
related to universal human rights and their 
impact on public policy. 

  

 


