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5. Analyze, interpret and evaluate the use of figurative 
language and imagery in fiction and nonfiction 
selections, including symbolism, tone, irony and satire. 
6. Analyze and evaluate the relationship between and 
among elements of literature: character, setting, plot, 
tone, symbolism, rising action, climax, falling action, 
point of view, theme and conflict/resolution. 
7. Evaluate a literary selection from several critical 
perspectives. 
8. Analyze classic and contemporary poems for poetic 
devices. 
9. Analyze the characteristics of literary forms. 
10. Interpret the effect of literary and structural devices. 
11. Demonstrate how literary works reflect the 
historical contexts that shaped them. 
12. Synthesize ideas and make thematic connections 
among literary texts, public discourse, media and other 
disciplines. 
13. Read, analyze, and critique dramatic selections by 
comparing and contrasting ways in which character, 
scene, dialogue, and staging contribute to the theme 
and the dramatic effect. 
14. Respond to literature using ideas and details from 
the text to support reactions and make literary 
connections. 
15. Read from and respond to a variety of fiction, 
poetic and nonfiction texts of increasing complexity for 
personal enjoyment. 

 9, 10, 
11, 12 

II. WRITING 
A. Types of 
Writing 

The student will write 
in narrative, expository, 
descriptive, persuasive 
and critical modes. 
 

1. Plan, organize and compose narrative, expository, 
descriptive, persuasive, critical and research writing to 
address a specific audience and purpose. 

Students are engaged 
in developing 
compositions that 
include multiple 
paragraphs.  These 
compositions may 
include complex 
sentence structure and 
may demonstrate 
some synthesis and 

Narrative Writing 
Assignment, 
compare and 
contrast writing. 
Some examples that 
represent but do not 
constitute all of 
assessments are: 

• Support ideas 
with details and 
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analysis.  Students 
show awareness of 
their audience and 
purpose through 
focus, organization 
and the use of 
appropriate 
compositional 
elements.  The use of 
appropriate 
compositional 
elements includes 
such things as 
addressing 
chronological order in 
a narrative or 
including supporting 
facts and details in an 
informational report.  
At this stage students 
are engaged in editing 
and revising to 
improve the quality 
of the composition.  

examples. 
• Use voice 

appropriate to 
the purpose and 
audience. 

• Edit writing to 
produce a logical 
progression of 
ideas. 

 9, 10, 
11, 12 

B. Elements of 
Composition 

The student will engage 
in a writing process 
with attention to 
audience, 
organization, focus, 
quality of ideas, and a 
purpose.  
 

1. Generate, gather, and organize ideas for writing. 
2. Develop a thesis and clear purpose for writing. 
3. Make generalizations and use supporting details. 
4. Arrange paragraphs into a logical progression. 
5. Revise writing for clarity, coherence, smooth 
transitions and unity. 
6. Apply available technology to develop, revise and 
edit writing. 
7. Generate footnotes, endnotes and bibliographies in a 
consistent and widely accepted format. 
8. Revise, edit and prepare final drafts for intended 
audiences and purposes. 

Students are engaged 
in developing 
compositions that 
include multiple 
paragraphs.  These 
compositions may 
include complex 
sentence structure and 
may demonstrate 
some synthesis and 
analysis.  Students 
show awareness of 
their audience and 
purpose through 

Semester 2 Writing 
Project. Some 
examples that 
represent but do not 
constitute all 
assessments are: 

• Support ideas 
with details and 
examples. 

• Use voice 
appropriate to 
the purpose and 
audience. 

• Edit writing to 
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focus, organization 
and the use of 
appropriate 
compositional 
elements.  The use of 
appropriate 
compositional 
elements includes 
such things as 
addressing 
chronological order in 
a narrative or 
including supporting 
facts and details in an 
informational report.  
At this stage students 
are engaged in editing 
and revising to 
improve the quality 
of the composition.  

produce a 
logical 
progression of 
ideas. 

 9, 10, 
11, 12 

C. Spelling, 
Grammar, and 
Usage 

The student will apply 
standard English 
conventions when 
writing.  
 

1. Understand the differences between formal and 
informal language styles and use each appropriately. 
2. Use an extensive variety of correctly punctuated 
sentences for meaning and stylistic effect. 
3. Edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, verb tense, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing to enhance clarity and readability: 
a. Correctly use reflexive case pronouns and 
nominative and objective case pronouns, including who 
and whom. 
b. Correctly use punctuation such as the comma, 
semicolon, colon, hyphen, and dash. 
c. Correctly use like/as if, any/any other, this kind/these 
kinds, who/that, and every/many when they occur in a 
sentence. 
d. Correctly use verb forms with attention to 
subjunctive mood, subject/verb agreement, and 
active/passive voice. 

This writing or 
recitation does not 
include complex 
synthesis or analysis 
but basic ideas.  The 
students are engaged 
in listing ideas or 
words as in a 
brainstorming activity 
prior to written 
composition, are 
engaged in a simple 
spelling or 
vocabulary 
assessment or are 
asked to write simple 
sentences. Students 
are expected to write 

Adjective and 
Adverb Exercise. 
Some examples that 
represent but do not 
constitute all 
assessments are: 

• Use punctuation 
marks correctly. 

• Identify 
Standard 
English 
grammatical 
structures and 
refer to 
resources for 
correction. 
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e. Correctly use the possessive pronoun before the 
gerund. 

and speak using 
Standard English 
conventions.  This 
includes using 
appropriate grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization and 
spelling.  

 9, 10, 
11, 12 

D. Research The student will locate 
and use information in 
reference materials. 
 

1. Use print, electronic databases and online resources 
to access information, organize ideas, and develop 
writing. 
2. Identify key terms specific to research tools and 
processes. 
3. Narrow the focus of a search by formulating a 
concise research question or thesis. 
4. Develop a research plan. 
5. Evaluate and organize relevant information from a 
variety of sources, verifying the accuracy and 
usefulness of gathered information. 
6. Produce a report with detailed evidence to support a 
thesis. 
7. Distinguish between reliable and questionable 
Internet sources and apply responsible use of 
technology. 
8. Understand plagiarism and its consequences, and 
identify ethical issues of research and documentation. 
9. Organize and synthesize information from a variety 
of sources and present it in a logical manner. 
10. Credit sources for both quoted and paraphrased 
ideas. 
11. Cite sources of information using a standard 
method of documentation, such as a style sheet from 
the Modern Language Association (MLA) or from the 
American 
Psychological Association (APA). 
12. Proofread the final copy, format correctly and 
prepare the document for publication or submission. 

Students are engaged 
in developing 
compositions that 
include multiple 
paragraphs.  These 
compositions may 
include complex 
sentence structure and 
may demonstrate 
some synthesis and 
analysis.  Students 
show awareness of 
their audience and 
purpose through 
focus, organization 
and the use of 
appropriate 
compositional 
elements.  The use of 
appropriate 
compositional 
elements includes 
such things as 
addressing 
chronological order in 
a narrative or 
including supporting 
facts and details in an 
informational report.  
At this stage students 

Part of the Writing 
Process. Some 
examples that 
represent but do not 
constitute all 
assessments are: 

• Support ideas 
with details and 
examples. 

• Use voice 
appropriate to 
the purpose and 
audience. 

• Edit writing to 
produce a 
logical 
progression of 
ideas. 
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are engaged in editing 
and revising to 
improve the quality 
of the composition.  

 9, 10, 
11, 12 

E. Handwriting 
and Word 
Processing 

(Standards under this 
heading may be locally 
determined.) 
 

   

 


